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Standards Focus: Pre-Reading Strategy: Story Impressions 
 

Directions: Sort the following words into the appropriate boxes.  Then write your own ideas about what 
you need to discover or questions this activity brings to mind as you read the novel, My Brother Sam is 
Dead.  Finally, write a brief synopsis of what you think the novel will be about.  As you read Tim's story, 
look for clues that tell you how correct or incorrect your ideas are. You do not have to be correct on this 
sheet, but take care to show thought and logic. 
 
Tim Meeker; prison ship; Brown Bess; patriotism; Verplancks; more chores; maturity; business 
letters; cow-boys; Eliphalet; Sam; a vile costume; theft; defection from duty; Redding, 
Pennsylvania; sedition, snowy prints; stockade; cattle thieves; death; loyalty to King; 
Lobsterbacks; General Putnam; bayonet; tavern 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          What I Need To Discover: 
      

1. 
    
 2. 

 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 

 
 
Put the words together to create a statement that tells what you think the idea of the story will be.  Try 

to include as many of the words above as you can.         

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               
 

Characters Setting Problem-Conflict 

Resolution-Outcomes Unknown


